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My.Balls grounds for Infants Buptiſme. 


Ez the Son of God admitted youngchildren, ſo rendred; 
Mark. 10. 13.. little children,. Math. 19. 13. Infants, Luk, 
18. 15. into his preſence, imbracirig and bleſſing them ; ſaying, !- 
for of ſuch is the Kingdome of-God. HY n 
| That ſuch little children, young. children,. or Infants, by. .* * 
Baptiſme are folemnly received-into the boſome of the viſible 
| Church, giſtinguiſhing: them. from the world and them that ' 
| are without, and united with beleevers; that they are federal- 
| ly holy before Baptiſme, and therefore are they to be baptiſed... 


V FAether to pay tithes, take tithes, or both, in the time- - 
- Y- of grace, be abſolutely, and.in themſelves a fin? 77 ge 
_ Whether in cafe; neither. to pay, nor to take Tithes in the- - 
time of grace, be not abſolutely, and in themſelves a fin; it be- 
| not a (in to refuſe to. pay. them here, entoyned by the Lawes.. ':F 
Fx of this Church and Kingdome?- | » 
Whether it be ſutable:to Goſpell-meeknes, and to the Con--_ 
ſcience of him that pretends to Cheiftian liberty,.to ſtile the + *- 
Miniſters of the Goſpell, or any other Chriſtian Profeſſor of - 
this Church of England,and for whatcanfe,PopiſhAntichriſtian., * 
Tichemongers? &c. _ 
Whether Lay Impropritors, and:Souldiers,. whether Inde- : 
| pendents, Anabapriſts, Anomilts that ſerve for wages, may not: * 
S | upon the fame ground be- ſtiked Antichriſtian Money-mon- © 
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TT et 02h x: 
Have received 'a paper from the hands of Mr.' Bavidge your 
Secretarie, ſubſcribed with your owne hand, wherein you 

ſeem ro lay downe grounds or arguments for Infants baptiſmo, 
drawne from theſe three texts of Scriptures _—_ (to wit! 
Mark. 10.13. Mat. 19.13. Luk, 18.15. and ſay, that fuch tittle 
Children, young Children , or Infants there ſpoken of, by 
Baptiſme are ſolemnly received into the boſome of the vilible 
Church , diſtinguiſhing them from the world, and them that. 
are without, and united with beleevers ; that they are fede- 
rally holy before baptiſme : and becauſe the text ith, our - 
Saviour Chriſt put his hands on them, imbracing andpbleſſing 


them, therefore muſt you needs draw a pofitiveconclufionthar 
Infants fare to be baptiſed? to which Fanſwer.  ' 
1 'We muſt conſider what baptiſme- is, and how it is takes 
divers waies in Scripture. £ Re 

2 Whar the viſible Church is compounded of, that.ic may be 
diſtinguiſhed from the world, and them that are without, 

3 What it is to be united with beleevers. - 

4 And laſtly, what federall holines is. | 

I ſhall briefely handle thefe-particulars in order, wherein I 
ſhall manifeſtly diſcover how weake, and groundies your 
foundation is for childrens bapriſme. pt Ver. a 

1 Bapriſme is taken ſometimes in Scripture for ſufferings, 
Luk. 12.50. Math. 20, 22. 23. For mercyes and deliverances, 
1 Cor.10.1.2.3. with water, Mat.3. 15. 16. Chrift baptiſeth with 
the holy Ghoſt and with fire, Mat. 3.11. Mark. 3. 8. Luk. 3. 
16. Joh. 1.33. to be baptiſed unto Chriſt, is to put on Chriſt, 
Rom. 6. 2. to be baptiſed unto hisdeath,8c.to bebapriſed in 
the name of the Father,&c. Mar. 28 x9. Ads 2. 38. and many 
other Seripepees hold forth baptifme : but there is not one 
word nor {tfable of any kind of baptiſme, mentioned in either 
of thoſe Scriptures which you draw your arguments from'; ſo 
that youcan have no ground at all from thence : and although 
our Saviour Chriſt ſaid, /uffer little children to come untamee antl 
forbid them not, fir of ſuch is the Kingdome of God, or of 
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like is the Kingdome of God, the originall doth: render it; yer 


you cannot find throughout the whole Scriptures that he bap-. : 


tiſed them : nay there 15 an evident Scripture againſt it, Joh. 4. 


2, but yet I rather concelve; that: thoſe little children there 
mentioned, were brought to. him to-be healed of ſome diſeaſes; 


or infirmities, or elle by lictle children or Infants, in a ſpirituall 


ſence, may be meant babes in Chriſt, r Cor. 3. I. ſuch asare - 
grafted into Chriſt by faich: or it may be taken for the Mo- 


thers or. Nurſes (being beleevers) that bare them, when the A- 


poltles rebuked them, or Infants of age,as well as Infants in ſim- 
Plicity; therefore I could with both you and your Secretary” 


alſo, to be very carefull and tender over ſuch little ones, as not 
To offend them with tongue or pen, as to write ſuch ribald 
ſtuff againſt the, leaſt. of Gods Saints : for our Saviour Chriſt 
faith, Fhoſoever offendeth one. of theſe. little ones which beleevg in 
me, :s were better that a milffone were hanged about: his necke, &c. 


Mat.18.6.a0d as. your. prattice hath been,& is, to adminiſter the - © 


Sacrament of Baptiſm according to the fleſh, , without a viſible. 
rule,you maybyconſequence-upon'the.ſame grounds adminiſter 


theSacrament, of the Lords Supper to Infants,the manifeſtation 


che Sacrament of Baptiſme 'to Infants, and can ſhew no com- 7+ 


mand for. it. from Chriſt, you doe exceedingly undervalve 
Chrilts Kimgly office, as if he had not. been a ſufhcient Lawgir 
ver.to his people, Ts ae, 


Certainly + 
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But I muſt tell you, that Arh 


led in their infancie. 


But Sir, I pray let me crave a little of your patience, and do 
but confider with me, and you ſhall find how the whole Nati- - 


on was taught to lie, when they learn'd the old Catechifme. 
Q. What is your name? An. C. Who gave you that name? 
My Godfathers 8c. in my Baptiſme , wherein I was made a 
member of Chriſt, the child of God,&c. And were not theſe 


grofle lies ? Now your Nationall Church hath nor yet forgot 
" this old Catechiſme, and that is the reaſon why you have ſo 


many rotten members in it. 

Suppoſe the Kingdome were divided into 26. Provinces, (I 
muſt confeſle Province is a more neat word then Diocefle)I am 
confident it would be but a new cheat to catch the old one x 


for your Provinciall Biſhops Coprts would be alrogether as 


bad{(if not worſe) then your Diacefan Biſhops Courts; ſo 
that it would be, but out of the frying-pan into the fire : for 


- -canyou cxpe grapes of thornes, or figs of thiſtles ? nay ſup- 


poſe the People of the Nation were divided into foure parts, 
I preſume that three parts of them are Cavaliers atd New= 


ters. Nay Tam confident, if they were divided into twenty 
Parts, nineteen of them would ſtand for the Nationafl Preby= © 


terian Church-government : but doth the multitude make up 
your viſible Church? I ask you for no harme, I pray conſider 
of it, and look into your own Pariſh, and fee what Church 
you have here: truly for my part Ithink you may do:well to 
account Mrs. Brent to be a member of your Church'too : for 
your Nationall Church hath but one foot in England, and the 
other in-----. And as there are nine thouſand and add Pariſhes 
in this Kingdome, yer I feare me that too many of them are in 
that condition, that neither Prieſt nor Peopte ate 'yet iti the 


ſtate of grace, although ſome of them may belong to the ele- 
tion of grace ; but being not at preſent in the ſtare of grace, 
they may not properly be ſaid to be of the Church.But miſtake 


me 


ciſts and Cavaliers that have 
been known to be open enemies to God himſelfe , his Church' 
and People ; and yet all thefe muſt go under the notion of 
"Proteſtants, and muſt have admittance into your Nationall 
Church, upon no other grounds, but becauſe they were ſprink- 
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meinot, I do not enter into Gods Prerogative, avto judge of 
the ſpirit; for } am not to judge of the final] eſtate of any,who 
are ele, and who are not,yet we know that Chriſts flock is bur. 
xlittle flock, and they are arhered- out of the world by the 
preaching of the Goſpell. -And thus 1 have thewed you what 
materialls your Nationall Church ts compounded of I ſhall 
briefly ſhew you what materials the Church of Chriſt is com- 
pounded of, and ſo paſſe to the next particulars, = 
 CEhriſts Church is compounded of certain materialls, co- 
ating and co-operating together, till they are built up m 
Chriſt, and made a perfe& Body in Chriſt, whereof  Chrilt tis 
the Head : they are viſible Saints, fach as are able to manifeR 
faith, repentance, and turning unto God, before they can be 
admitted into our Independent Church (as-you call it) to-par-- 
ticipate of any of our Church-Ordinances, but onely hearing. 
the Word of God preached : fo that you may ſee, they are to 
be firted and prepared ready,before they can be ſuffered: to par- 
take of any other Ordinance... As for example : You go to 
build a houſe, you muſt firſt provide the materialls, both ſtone, . 
timber, mortar, tile,&c. theſe materialls muſt be fitted and pre-- 
pared in a readinefle, before you-go to reare up; this building : 
the ſtone muſt be hewed, the timber ſquared, and fitted. every 
piece for its-proper place, &c. It is even ſo with Chriſts Charch. 
that ſpirituall buiding; every one mnt be hewed, and ſqua-- 
red, and:made fit for that building, whereof Chriſt is the foun-. 
dation, that cheife ſtone, that precious-corner-ſtone , Eſa... 
28. 16. 2 

Now this Church confiſteth.of a number of Gods el;& peo- 
ple, ſelefed and fet apart for his owne workfhip. and ſervice, - 


and are raiſed andbuiſt upon ſuch a foundatien, that ſhall ne- 


ver be removed : they are beleevers,and ſuch as are feHow- hel-- 


Pers one of another, till they are.buiit up.in Chriſt, and ſo 


come tobe 2 glorious Fabrick or building. Now. if ſo be you - 
ſhould raiſea honſe, and lay the materials-in the foundation, | 
that ſhouldbe laid. on the top, and thoſe on the top, which. 
ſhould-be-in the foundation, the one would craſh downe the 
other, and ſo fall to the ground. -So if ſo-be you ſhould 90e 
about to raiſe a Church of ſuch materials. as Infants by Bap- 

tifme;. 


45) 3 

: riſme, united with Believerz;as you-ſay, what were it Pen 1 
rolay the materialls in the foundation, which ſhould: be. for, 

. the top. Nay: rather,as if men ſhould cymble fine hewed ſtones. bh I : 

and rubbiſh together. in a heap. | . "F 

I prefomes you will not fay, that Infants are viſible Believers, 'L 

which you cannot atcelt without:groſle aþſurditie, then I, pray, | 
inhac ground have you to ſay, that they-are united with Belie- 7, 
vers? 'Forthere can be no ſpirituall anion without commu- '<# 
nion, and what communion and fellowſhip can there be be- + 
tween Infants and Beleeyers ? cruly, none but a corporall v-  'F 

.nions: asfer eximple, I have ſeen many poore people rake-up 

-their children at their backs and have been tyed falt about  } 
them with a ſheet, which is but a corporall anſtiog together. 

' Or ſuppoſe you ſhould carry a4ſmall rwig to a great tree, and 8 
.cndeayour to unite them, tagether by a firme knot : truly;you 
may as well ſay itis to be done, asto ſay, that Infants b bs.” 
riſme are united with Believers; or that Infants are federally ;*® 
holy before Baprtiſme : for this ſeemes to be againſt the Apo-' FF 
{kle kimſelfe, who proveth, Rows.5. that: all are under originalt '., & 
ſin, and naturally thechildren of Gods wrath, Eph. 2. ſo that: i 
there can be no inherent grace to make them holy. Now if ſo 7? by 
be.you had faid federally holy after Baptiſme, then peradyen- Þ 
cure you might have perſwaded me, that you, had infuſed ho- ; 
lineſſe in them, by ſprinkling of them. But if federall holinefle.; 
be a Covenant holineſle, as the word ſeemes to import it to be 7 
a pact or, Covenant, then I pray tell me, cM « 

:. To whom this Chrcaancholinee doth belong. 
2. When and where this Covenant was made. 
.. Whether it were made to ſtand firme for ever. - 


+ And laſtly, whether this Covenant-holineſle Was made | 
unto all people. | 


k doth appear to me by your praftice,that it.doth eoog | 

a ran baptize al: oh if ſo be, char this Covenanys || 

| holinefſe was made for ever, andto all, then how- comes it £6. 
palſe, that thereare ſo many Covenant-breakers, orif it wet. 
made but for terme of life, then. it vaniſheth with the life, of | 
for years, months or daies, then it muſt needs expire with. the : 
time. But in-all my reading, cannot find any ſuch federathal , 
.nefs,& if ſo be you take it from the Covenant,which was made ''F 
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change | 
and Chriſt the abje of aur love, It that 
we ſhould love one another: and as the Apoltle ſairh, by this 
we know that we. are tranſlated from-death to life,8c. there 
.canbe no ſuch love with the men of the world, and them thar 
are without. But I paſſe from this to your foure queries, which 
I (ball be very briefe in-anſwering. ao vc MEN 
The firſt quere I ſhall anſwer affirmatively, and- the other 
three negativly, but yet the ſecond querie doth diyide it ſelfe 
1nto two parts or branches, flowing or iflnjng from the firlt, - 
which I ſhall anſwer.them both in a Sylogiſticall way, and fo 
-Proceed to the next in order, ro TIO: 
I Thatit isaſin to. pay, or-to receive Tithes, I ground my 
argument thus. | EDO 5 S Rs 
Whoſoever do p2 Tithes, or receive Titheg-doe deny 
Chriſt come in the 74 But-ſuch is the practice of-our times 
the people pay and the Clergie receive.Ergo,they deny Chri 
come in the fleſh, oy bes 
2 Whoſoever doth-deny Chriſt come in the fleſh doth com- 
mit fin, But all thoſe thar ce-pay Tithes, -or receive Tithes, 
doe deny Chriſt come in the fleſh. Ergo, they doe commit ſin. 
The Major you cannot deny, I will prove the IHjner. "D 
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w5 - To whichT anſwer, that if the Laws of this Church ( 45'y Ou: 
| "ol caflic) and Kiagdome be ſtable to rhe Goſpell bf Tefits Chrilt? 
3k chen it isaſin40 refaſe to pay Tithes, and 'iF ſo. be not [titabl 
then we ought to obey God rather then men, AQ, 5. 29. If 3% 
Titkes be Fave Divine, then they are of God, and catinot be 0- THe 
verthrowne. Bur if they are. Fre Humane, then they are bar? © 


RN 


*.- of men and will come co nought, AR. 5. 38. 39. but for this). 


ſballeeferre you to my former diſcourſe and arguments, and ſo' 14 
paſſe to yourthird quere, which-is thus propounded, . - - 3k 
Whether it be ſurable to Goſpel-meekneſle, to ſtile the Mi-" 
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niſters of the Goſpel, Ancichtiltian Tithe-mangers, &c,? + $4 L 
To which Ianſwer, that ic is not ſutable ro Goſpel-meck: 14 


neile &c:; for the Miniſters of the Goſpel onght to live on the! 
Golpel, and they do fo, and'noc apps Trees | therefore they Y* 
canriot properly be called Antichriſtian Tichemongers,  -- -# 
But yet you will objz& and ſay; that you are in poſleſſi-148 
on of Tithes; and pofſeilion is eleven points of the Law; 1 
To which Ianiwer, that it. were better for your ſoules health? i® 
--£0 live on the Goſpel; and.not by the Law :-I might be yery.. 
largs in this particular, but time prevents me.;- therefore Ld. go 
ſeave the proſecution of it rill fome other time, and ſo: combo” 4 *. 
the fourth.and laſt quere, which words are followeth, (co wit)” T- Y 
_* Whether lay Impropriators and .Sonldjers, wherher Inde- 4. 
pendents, Anzdepetls, Anomylts, that” ſerye for. wages, my. '] 
not upon the. ſane grounds be (tiled Aatithviftian-money-! 33 
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Fo which Tatifwer thus,as-for Lay Tmpropriators, or Tithe- 
mongers, whether #rch-Im ropriators, arch-Prieſts or: other 
infertour Prieſts, or Prieſts, by whatſoever names or titles dig- 
nefied or diſtinguithed, rhey ovght to be called Tithe-mongers: 
for they deſerye no other title, becauſe they take Tithes to be 
due, which are nor, as may evidently appeare by my former 
arguments, and I ſhall make it more evident hereafter; and 
therefore there can bee no compariſun betweene you 
and us (being Souldiers:) for fiſt, our calling is lawful), wit- 
neſſe the Centurion, Luk: 7.8. and ſo is not yours, for you can- 
not ſhew forth your calling to be lawful. Secondly, we have 
fought the Lords battels, and have yanquiſht the common e- 
nemy, and have ſeen the wonderfull afts of Gods providende 
in it, to the glory of his grace be it ſpoken. Thirdly, there is 


wages due to us, and I donbt not but we ſhall have it, and we 


are to be content therewith, Luk. 3. 14. therefore not tobe 
ſtiled Antichriſtian Money-mongers. | 

And although it hath pleaſed the Lord to .-put into our 
hands, both the Spirituall and temporall fword, whereby we 
have, by the power of his might, vanquiſht-and overcome 
the common enemy : yet we are now to deale with a more 
ſubtitl enemy, though not ſo powerfull; and this enemy is An- 
tichriſt, in a more purer and-neater garbe, then ever the com- 
mon enemy was, I meane-the Biſhops and Cavalier Prieſts, for 
they did.diſcover themſelves-more = ; now this Antichriſt 
is a ſecret lurking enemy;he-cannot be ſeen without a Spiritual 
eye of diſcerning,&we mult deal with him altogether with the 
ſword of the Spirit; -& for my part,I mean to have one combat 
more with him(God willing) and will charge him very fiercely 
and boldly, though Icome off with lofſe. Now it is a very hard 
matter for the world to diſcern him: for the Devill himſelf is 
transformed into an Angel of light, like unto the falſcApoſtles, 
2. Cor. 11.13. 14. 15. and no marvail that his Miniſters be 


transformed as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſle &c. they can 
make a very faire ſhew in the fleſh, Gal. 6.12. But to returneto 
the quere from whence | came, for I ſpeake this but by the way. 
Sir,it feemes to me, that you lay ſomething to the charge 
of us Poore deſpiſed Independents, Anabaptiſts, ſo called, as if. 
| ſome 
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ſome of 'uswere guiltic of. ſome great. Impropriation,. or fat ** 
Parſonage. - Traly for my part I know not ane of. our Minis _. /* 
fters that will accept of one, if it were-worth 1000.l. per anmum-. > 
in that kind, if he might havent gratis, And as for this-word.. ' 
Anomiſt, do you nghclie underſtand the true ſignification. of. + 
it ?: Truly if you do,, me thinks you ſhould have left it. our, for:- * 
it concernes. your ſelfe, and, the reſt of your Fraternitie, and; 
not-us, for my friend hath given me the true ſence & meaning .., 


of the word'thus.. 


Anomilt is one that is lawleſſe, givenup to carnall 'libesty, -* +, 

under no Law... | | Rs 
2 Living underithe Law, devoted to the Law, and ſo as tg, ' 

neglet Chrift and grace. BEE. | 

3 Endeavouringto walk up exaRtly tothe Law, to give it: 

full and perſonall farisfaction inall thar it requires. 6 
4. Living wickedly under.che Law,. making an iſl.uſe of the: 

Law. Rpt | | 

5 One not altogether and wholly for the 'Law. 

6 One that ſtands forthe Law... _ 

7 One that is againſt cheLaw. 


* . _ 
* 


Here'yon ſce that-this word hath various {ignifications, and? 
this youſee how: many 'waies you have to difcover your ſelves, 
in laying this. upon us, which. you. your ſelves are guiltie of;: 
and becauſe.you nickname ws, becke names of. Independenty, 
Anabapriſts, therefore:I,will Anabaptize you dy this name, A- 
nomiſt. And now I ſhall ſpeak, ſomthing concerning ſome: 
points you delivered in-your own Congregation , whereof I 
was a hearer.. The-firſt thing obſervable was concerning the: - 
Morall Law, wherein you uſed this vaine wiſh, I would to- / 
Got yourcould all keep this Law, you are all. commanded ſo 
to do: 'this was your very-expreſſion ; which is.an argument: #* 
that.your whole congregation are kept ſtill bound. to,, and: 4 
u2ger the Law, by your legall dodrines.; and conlequently no- 
believers ; for be)teversareno longer under the law, but-under- © 
grace. Secondly, you delivered another point, which was this, . + © 
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That the Saints have no glorie here on earth ; whichif I prove - -. 
chey have,then is M. Balls dodrine Antichriſtian; Tſhall ground. 


my argument 12 a ſylogiſticall.-way. . 4& 


ARE IRIEER 

= He that preacheth againſt the glorious priviledges of the 
MER I meadow of Chriſt myſticall bodie,. preacheth, a- 
ainſt Chriſt, 8 is a member of Antichriſt. But M. Bal preach- 


* 


bers of Cherifts myfticall bodie': - Ergo, he preacheth againit / 
Chriſt, and is a member-of Antichrit. The . 994jor you cannot. 
denie; I will prove the mimer. — —» oF. 

- Ti that preacheth fuch dofrine, that the Saints have mo glo- 
riehere on earth, preacheth againſt. Chriſt, and is a member of. 
Antichriſt. But M. Ball did preach ſuch a-do@rine , that the 
Saints/have no 'gloric here onearth... The firftis true : Ergothe 


fecont. E255; BY 
a here on earth mm-deprees, then is 


2 If the Saints have glory her 
M.Bails Dodrine Anrichriſttan. But: the Saints have. glory 
here-oniexrth in deprees, Ergo M.Bally Iroftrine is- Antichri- 
. + Thatthe'Samts have gloryhere on-eatth, is proved Foh.17. 
22, 'Andthe gory which thou gaveſtme Lhave given themgthar 
they-may'be-one, even as we are-one. nes 


- 3. Tf theSaints'have glory'here 22 re, as well as 59 Jþe, thenis: 
M.3 als DoQvime-Antidhriſtian': but the Saints have-glary here 
$n-re, aswell'as 42 ſpe: Ergo M.Balls dedtrine is Antichriftian.. 
That the Sairits have glory here:3» re, '1s/Proved:- 2 Cor. 3.18. 
2 Cor.1.22. - et EDITS TIE TEESS 
-- iq IF the Sainits'are 'in' Chriſt, and*Chriſt in'them , then are 
hey ene theiglory of Chriſt. But the Saints: are- in 
Chrilt, and Chriſt in them. Ergo they are partakers of the glo- 
ry of Chwiſt.. This cannot be denied, the 17.-0f Fohnproves it.. 
- Againe, if 'the'members of Chriſt are partakers-of the very 
Son-thip:of Chriftin!his Farhers glory, then are they partakers- 
of 'Chniſts glory. But thermembers of. Chriſt: are partakers of 
the very Sor-thip of Chntft in his-Fathers -plory. The firſt is 
rue, ergo thedecond, And thisT-prove Rom.8.16,17. 
— Example. I the Sun-in the Firmament be a glorious light 
tothe whole fabrick-of:this-Univerſe; to all the ſons of -men in 
degreesthen are all the'ſons of men-partakers of that glorious 
lighe'in degrees.But-theSun in the firmament tis a glorious light 
Tv the whole fabrick of this Univerſe,to all the ſons of inen in. 
| Y $7 degrees: 


cth 26ainlt the-ghorions priviledges of the Saints, being-mem- * 


by preaching the Goſpel unto them, declaring the glad tidings 
theroh& the glorious Priviledges of the Saints,in the diſpenſa.. - 
tion of the Goſpe}:I may be the inſtrumental means to convert 
a Jew, together with the operations & workings of the Spirit, 


. on 
» _ 
' 


« 


degrees. 


neſſe by the! þrightneſſe of his. Goſpel, ſhall ſhine. 
foules,thenaxe they partakers of the' glory of it, 


ſed for atime, byt joy commeth in the morning when the Syn 


of Rightconſnefle doth-appeare. 


A queſtion being propounded unto-me, what courſe I-would 


SS = . . 


take to convert a Jew (if I ſhould meet with one.) My anſwer © # 


is, that itis the worke of God to convert, but I being a Mini- 
ſter of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt follow my commiſſion, Mar. 28. 19, 


" Go teach all Nations&c. whichcomprehends all, both Tewes 


and Gentiles: bur I muſt not exceed my Commiſhon; and then 


' Bur you will objeRand ſay, that we ſpeake'much of the glo- 


-r10us priveledges of the Goſpel, and the fweer Communion. 
and fellowſhip of the 'Saints, in the enjoynient of it; and yer - 
we will net baptiſe your children. And withall you will fay' 


that you have not the like priviledges as the Jewes had'in the 


' time of the Law ; for their children were circumciſed at eight, - 


dayes old. | 


To which IT anſwe. Firſt, that there was a command for. | 


Ci;camciſion in the time of the Law, at eight dayes old, bur 


_ It:iseven ſo- with the'Sain ts, when the Suone of R1 ohteonſs 


Bur if the darke night of perſecution ſhall come upon them, 
(which they are all ſubje& unts) then may that glory be eclip- 
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degrees : «Ergo, they are partakers of that. glorious light in, 7 


pon their 
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there is no command for Infants Baptiſme now in the:time of * 


the Golbeh and therefore it ought not ro be dene, without 


a manifeſtation of Faith, Repentance, and turning unto God; 


forthe Law faith (as it was in the hand of Moſes) do this and 
live: but now it is in the hand of a Mediatour, beleeve and 


and thou fhalr be ſayed, &c. So that here is Faith required now, 


and therefore evident that Baptiſme cannot ſacceed Circumci- 
 fton in refpeR of dury,for there isa vaſt diſproportioc betwixt 


them :- the one was commanded and the other not, and there 


is 30 Ely but muit anſwer a command : bur there is no-com- © 


mand 


. J " 
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mand for Ihfants. Baptiſme, therefore no duty : and if you 
ſhould go about to prove a ſuppoſition by a (| uppoſitton, ſup-" 

_ Poſing it to be a duty (when indeed there is none) yet the ſup- 

ofition lies 2s firme on the cofftrary ſide, as on that; and ifſo 

| beI ſhould adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptifme to the Jews 
chiſdrenor any others, without a. viſible rule, thes I ſhould go 
beyond my Commiſſion,and ſo come under the reproof of our 
Saviour Chriſt, who hath required theſe things at your hands of 
Now whatſoever is of God. or flows from Gad to the crea- 

ure or in the creature, is given by Jeſus Chriſt, Joh. 17.6. 7. ſo 

ac Faith, Repentance, new obedience, and all-manher of du-- 
tyes, as of Humiliation, &c. are of God , and flow from God, . 
and piyen to the creature by Jeſus Chriſt, AR. 5.31. Itrwas the 
will of God it ſhould be ſo :. and it was the meat. of Chriſt to - 
do his Fathers will, Joh. 4. 34- Jeſus Chriſt was much ſtraight- 
ned in his ſufferings, before econ accompliſh his Fathers 
will, Luk. 12. 50. Feſus ChrifMaving done the whole will of 
his Father, lefr no command-forBaprifing of Infants, neither 
of the Jews nvx of the Gentiles; therefore it ought not to be 
done :: for certainly Chriſt was as Faithfull in his houſe as 2f0- 
ſos, Heb. 3..and * Hoſes would doe nothing as a duty, withaut 
acolmmand ; and Faith is the ruſe we ought to walke by, in 
the aUminiſtration of both the Sacramenfs, and whaſoever is | 
not of Faith isfin, Rom. 14. 23. and without Faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 11. 6. _ 

So that the concluſion will be, that whoſoever baptiſerh In- 
fants as a duty -monke CO, in the time of the Law, ha- 
ving no warrant in Scripture for ſo doing, he preferreth Moſes 

L ore Chriſt, anddoth cxtendidply uridervalio Chriſts King, 5, 
offee, atifhe ud not been a'ſufficient Lawgiver to his people : 

- dut that they muſt. uſe duties of their owne deviſing. 
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